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1. Reason for the Report

1.1 The purpose of this report is to seek member’s approval to allocate 
grant funding from the Moorlands Partnership Board (MPB). The 
budget for this year is £50,000. See table below to see allocations to 
date. 

1.2  
Scheme Budget £55,000 (inc SHCT 

contribution)
Victoria Buildings (Odeon 
Antiques)

£20,000 in principle allocation and 
subject to grant applications from 
owners. 

Tudor House £4,000
Foxlow phase 2 £8,000
Funerary Monuments £10,000
Mill House Pond £2,364
St Peters Church wall repairs £925
Market Cross, Cheadle £1,320
Community boards Hall Rd £600
Balance of funds £7,791
Balance of funds (exc Victoria 
Bldgs

£27,791

Total potential grant offers for 
this MPB meeting 
42 Crompton, Leek
55 Chroley Street, Leek
St Johns Church, Hollington  
Kingsley & Froghall Station
Leekbrook Rail

£27,791

£3,000
£4,000
£4,000
£4,000
£12,791

Unallocated funds £0



2. Recommendations

2.1 That Members approve a grant of £3,000 towards the reinstatement of 
traditional sliding sash windows at 42 Crompton, Leek, with the cost of 
eligible works totalling £6,000 (inc VAT). The work will be subject to the 
standard grant scheme conditions and the following technical 
conditions:

 Agree exact dimension and profile of glazing bar.
 Replacement windows are decorated to an agreed colour 

scheme.
 Planning permission is obtained for the replacement windows. 

2.2 That Members approve a maximum grant of £4,000 for the repair and 
renovation of the retail frontage at 55 Chorley Street, Leek., with the 
cost of eligible works totalling £8,180 (VAT inc). The work will be 
subject to the standard grant scheme conditions and the following 
technical conditions;

 The works must comply with the planning approval 
SMD/2019/0673 including the discharge of all conditions relating 
to joinery details pertaining to the renovation of the existing 
timber shopfront. 

 Any variations must be agreed with both the conservation officer 
and grants officer. 

2.3 That Members approve a maximum grant of £4,000 towards the 
reinstatement of a collapsed wall at St Johns Church, Hollington
with the cost of eligible works totalling £8,660 (VAT not applicable ). 
The work will be subject to the standard grant scheme conditions and 
the following technical conditions:

 Any new stone required is to match the existing stone
 The wall to be reinstated to the same height and profile as the 

existing wall
 Pointing specification to be agreed

2.4 That Members approve a maximum grant of £4,000  towards the repair 
of the Kingsley and Froghall Station (Platform 1) with the cost of the 
eligible works totalling £25,276 (plus VAT). The works will be 
subject to the standards grant conditions. 

2.5 That Members approve allocating the remaining funds of £12,791 
towards the reinstatement of track bed at Leebrook with the cost of 
eligible works totalling £25,180 (+ VAT). The works will be subject to 
standard grant conditions. 



3. Summary

3.1 This report allows members to consider applications for Environmental 
Enhancement Grants for funding toward projects within the district. 

4. Report

42 Compton, Leek  

4.1 A grant application has been received from the owner of the above 
property. The house is not listed but falls within the Leek Conservation 
Area. It is a fine brick town terraced house and is protected from 
external alterations by the Article 4 Direction. This means planning 
permission is required for any external changes that materially alter its 
appearance.  The house still retains it original arched window but the 
other two openings have lost their traditional sliding sash windows. 

4.2 The owner is keen to reinstate the original style of sash window and 
has agreed with the council’s conservation officer to replicate the 
windows at number 54 Crompton. 

4.3 Two comparable estimates have been received for the works the 
lowest of which totals £6,000 (inc VAT). The reinstatement of lost 
joinery details will significantly enhance the property and may act as a 
catalyst and exemplar project for others in the terrace to follow. 

Recommendation

4.4 That Members approve a grant of £3,000 (inc VAT) towards the cost of 
eligible works totalling £6,000 (inc VAT).

55 Chorley Street, Leek  

4.5 55 Chorley Street is located at the end of a row of brick terraced 
houses in the Leek Conservation Area. The property and surrounding 
street date from the late 19th century, when these were built on former 
pastureland. This is a 19th century former industrial area focussed on 
Wellington Mill, Chorley Street and Brunswick Mill. The character is 
expressed by the looming presence of the mill buildings, regular rows 
of terraced worker’s housing and corner shops. The area is a set piece 
of planned development to support the silk industry and all elements 
contribute to the architectural and historic significance of the area. 

4.6 Previously, the property was in use as a hairdressers, but this has 
been empty for sometime.  The property benefits from a planning 
approval to convert the retail premises to residential use (ref 



SMD/2019/0673).

4.6 The initial scheme proposed the loss of the shopfront and insertion of 
residential style openings in a new render surround.  However, the 
shopfront is an essential component that contributes to the character 
of the area and the conservation officer objected to the proposed 
alterations, along with members of the conservation liaison panel.

4.7 As a result, the plans were altered and the shopfront is now retained 
albeit with some necessary alterations to provide opening windows 
within the shopfront and the restoration of a traditional sliding sash 
window at ground floor. The proposals are now acceptable to the 
conservation officer. 

4.8 Given that the scheme is now a retention and restoration of the 
existing shopfront, the applicant has approached the MPB for a grant to 
repair the existing frontage and carry out some alterations/renovations as 

required. 

4.9 Two estimates have been received for the works the lowest of which 
totals £8180 (inc VAT).  

Recommendations

4.10 That Members approve a maximum grant of £4,000 towards the 
eligible works totalling £8,180 (VAT inc).

St Johns the Evangelist Church, Hollington 

4.11 A grant application has been received from the Parochial Church 
Council of Croxden & Hollington to rebuild a collapsed section of 
stone boundary wall to the churchyard. The length of the collapsed wall 
is approximately 25m in length and the rebuilding will include for new 
foundations. 

4.12 Both the Church and wall are listed, with the wall being listed in its own 
right. It is a fine stone wall constructed from Hollington sandstone with 
pitched coping stones. Its rebuilding and retention is crucial in 
maintaining its special architectural and historic interest. 

4.12 Two estimates for the work have been obtained the lowest of which 
totals £8,660 (VAT not applicable).

Recommendations

4.13 That members approve a maximum grant of £4,000 towards the 
eligible works totalling £8660 (VAT not applicable). 



Kinglsey and Froghall Station Platform

4.14 A grant application has been received from the North Staffordshire 
Railway Company for the refurbishment of platform 1 at the Kingsley 
and Froghall Station. The existing and the original copings are 

concrete (122 in total) these are deteriorating rapidly and becoming 
unsafe.  It is proposed to remove and replace these with matching coping 
stones and tarmacking a currently incomplete area of the platform 
surface. 

4.15 The applicant has already purchased the replacement copers from a 
Network Rail supplier at a cost of £8776.50 +VAT. A local contractor 

has quoted £16,500.00 + VAT to remove the old copers, fit the new ones 
and carry out the tarmacking. 

4.16 The applicant has already raised sufficient funds  to pay for the copers 
and currently has approximately £6,000 put to one side towards the 
cost of removal and fitting the new copers.   In order to complete the 
works the applicant is some £10,500 + VAT short of being able to 
complete the project and has applied to the MPB for a grant to assist in 
completing the project. 

4.17 Kingsley and Froghall Station forms the start of the Churnet Valley 
Railway which is a preserved standard gauge heritage railway that 
operates along a part of the former North Staffordshire Railway's 
Churnet Valley Line. 

4.18 The Station was built in the 1850/60's to a design by William Sugden 
who had been brought to the Staffordshire Moorlands specifically to 
design the Stations on the Churnet Valley line.  However, passenger 
use decreased in the 1960’s and the station was closed in 1965. 
Due to the work of the CVR the station reopened in August 2001 
with a new station building opened July 2003. 

Recommendations 

4.19 That members approve a maximum grant of £4,000 towards the 
eligible works totalling £25,276 (plus VAT). 

Leekbrook Rail Track 

4.20 Members will recall that the MPB has previously funded the 
reinstatement of the newly laid track bed from Leekbrook Station 
northwards (200m). A grant of £19,000 was offered last March 2019 



towards the cost of reinstating the track on operational land. This work 
was completed swiftly and successfully last autumn. 

4.21 CVR are keen to continue to reinstate further track bed on their land 
(some 200 metres x 10m). When completed, this work will provide a 
clean and level foundation where reconditioned track-panels 
can be installed.  This work continues on from the first part of the 

track extension, carried out by with MPB financial support, in late October 
2019. 

4.22 The work consists of the following:

 Clear existing track bed of small trees and vegetation. 
 Site Surveys to establish correct levels
 Removal of tree roots and levelling of site
 Supply and install railway ballast ready for track panels

4.23 The cost of the works will be met through a combination of CVR 
volunteer time and services and contractor costs and these break 

down as follows:

 CVR volunteer time costs equate to £12,620
 Contractor costs £12,560 + VAT 

Total costs £25,180 + VAT

4.24 The completed track bed and this latest  phase of works all make a 
contribution to the larger project of restoring the heritage rail link 
between Leekbrook Station and Cornhill. An application for full funding 
has been submitted to the European Agricultural Fund for Rural 
Development (EAFRD). The council is still waiting for a decision on 
this. 

Recommendations 

, 4.25 Members are asked to approve a further grant offer from the MPB 
against the cost of restoring a further section of the track bed at a cost 
of £25,180. The applicant has requested a grant of £12,560 + VAT to 
cover the costs of the contractor. Grants are normally offered at a rate 
of 50% at a maximum grant of £4,000. Given the size of the project, it 
would be considered reasonable in this instance, to offer more than the 
maximum grant. 

4.26 This is the last committee meeting of this financial year and any 
unallocated funds will be lost and cannot be rolled forward to next year. 
In the absence of any further grant applications members may be 
minded to offer the remaining funds of £12,791 towards this project. 

5 Implications



5.1 Community Safety: Nil

5.2 Workforce: Nil

5.3 Equality and Diversity

 

This report has been compiled in 
accordance with the Council’s Diversity and 
Equality Policies.

5.4 Financial: Any funding approvals will be financed from 
the Partnership’s existing allocated budget.

5.5 Legal: Nil

5.6 Sustainability: The repair and reuse of historic buildings 
contributes significantly to sustainability.

Neil Rodgers

Executive Director 
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